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This news mail distributed in Japanese and English from time to time provides 
updates on the development of law in Taiwan with focus on intellectual property rights 
law.  For more information about the status of intellectual property right protection 
and practice in Taiwan, please visit our website www.tiplo.com.tw 
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01 A Taiwanese man arrested for selling bogus Amiibo cards involving 

value over TWD3 million 
 
 A 35-year-old man in Taiwan was arrested for the acts of purchasing a lot of bogus 
Amiibo cards on Chinese website for sale.  The First Company of the Criminal 
Investigation Brigade under the Second Special Police Corps acted upon a complaint 
to initiate a raid action on this man to seize a total of 6,850 NFC-enabled fake Amiibo 
cards at the man’s home located in Xinyi District of Taipei City.  These seized Amiibo 
cards involved total value of TWD3 million dollars approximately.   
 
 This man purchased these phony cards in bulk from Taobao in China and further 
dumped them in large quantity with the advertising representations, such as “cards 
with NFC functionality included but not Amiibo figures” or “NSNFC item cards, 
collectible cards, and homemade cards” at the price of TWD16 each.  However, 
Nintendo has never manufactured this kind of product but simply Amiibo figures 
priced at TWD500~600 each.  The police has referred this case to relevant 
prosecutors office for violation of Taiwan Copyright Act.  (February 2019)  
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02 Taiwan retains the 20th position in 2018 International IP Index 
 
 The U.S. Chamber of Commerce released the International Intellectual Property (IP) 
Index on February 7, 2019.  According to the report, Taiwan ranked 20 th among the 
global economies assessed and came behind Japan, Singapore, South Korea among 
Asian countries.  The report praised Taiwan’s strengthened protection and law 
enforcement with respect to biopharmaceutical IP rights and Patent Act amendment.   
 
 As revealed in the report of the International IP Index, Taiwan earned a total score 
of 28.05, coming in at the 20th position among the 50 economies surveyed around the 
world.  In Asia, Taiwan finished 4th to trail behind Japan at 8th, Singapore at 10th, and 
South Korea at 13th.  The U.S., Britain, and Sweden snatched the top three positions, 
while China ranked 25th.   
 
 Although Taiwan’s ranking remained the same as in 2017, Taiwan earned more 
points in some subindexes, especially in patent-related laws enforcement and 
protection.  Taiwan outperformed other countries by earning a full score of 1 point in 
seven out of eight categories and also received full scores in the subindexes of patent 
protection duration, patentability requirements, and patent legislation.   
 
 Moreover, as indicated and commended by the report, Taiwan has fulfilled its 
commitment to reinforcing IP protection environment for biopharmaceuticals and life 
sciences by implementing the amendment to the Pharmaceutical Affairs Act mainly 
with respect to patent linkage system.  Other equally praiseworthy measures Taiwan 
has taken to improve its IP protection environment are the extended patent protection 
term from 12 year to 15 for design patents as proposed in the Patent Act amendments 
and also tax reduction granted and technical support and IP-related courses provided 
by Taiwan IPO to small and medium-sized enterprises.  (February 2019)   

/CCS 
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